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Collecting European
Petrol Cans

t must have been around 1972 that 1
was helping a chap in England to
clear out his garage. I could only just
prevent him to throw away an old Racing
Shell petrol can. It must have been the
first petrol can I ever saw. Once home [
repainted it bright red and highlighted
the embossed letters and the flash in
gold as per original and so it became the
first can of my collection.
It is hard to imagine these days, but in
the earliest days of motoring an empty
fuel tank presented quite a problem.

A 2 gallon Racing Shell can with a lightning flash.
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New Zealand and Sinco is a 10 litre version, probably from Belgium

The only place which might have some
sort of “benzine” was the local chemist.
The quality was often doubtful, which
was why suppliers often advised
motorists to only buy fuel that came in a
sealed can.

The third car owner in Holland, a Mr
Aertnijs, wrote about some of his earliest
experiences in 1955 and he could clearly
recall that getting a supply of fuel around
1886 was no easy task. After some
disappointing experiences with local
suppliers he decided to get his fuel from
August Korft from Bremen in Germany,
one of the earliest refineries in Europe.
It must have been transported by
stagecoach!

In England, the earliest supply of
petrol came from Carless Capel and
Leonard’s Chemical works in Hackney,
Northeast London. They were actually
the first company to use the name
“petrol” which they trademarked, forcing
other supplier to use the term “motor
spirit” on their fuel cans. Carless also
established the customer of supplying
their liquid in two gallon cans, but
surprisingly they still sell special racing
fuel in considerably larger cans.

France had already thousands of motor
vehicles running around even before
1900 when most of Europe was still
travelling on horseback. It therefore had
several refineries supplying petrol,
which was usually sold in 5 and even
sometimes 2 or 10 litre cans.

As far as collecting petrol cans is
concerned the British two gallon cans

In Belgium, APC used the Motorcarline brand until
the 1920s, as can be seen on this can.

are by far the most popular. The reason
is that there are more then 350 — 400
different brands or variants to be found,
and more have survived than in most
other countries. Another reason why so
many are still to be found in England is
that in the rest of Europe most petrol
cans were lost during the Second World
War.

The petrol can which is collected these
days was in fact a light metal rectangular
container with a cap made from brass to
prevent sparking and the company name
embossed on the front and rear panels.
In some cases there is also a text
embossed on the side panels. Usually
the company name is also to be seen on

“Chieck the Oll”
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